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Families of four churchwomen raped and killed by the military in El Salvador in 1980 have filed a
civil suit in a Florida federal court seeking damages from two retired Salvadoran generals now living
in Florida. In a 1998 interview with The New York Times, four of the five former members of the
Salvador National Guard convicted of the slayings said they acted on orders from higher officials
(see NotiCen, 1998-05-07).
A 1993 Truth Commission report implicated the two officers Gen. Jose Guillermo Garcia, who was
defense minister at the time of murders, and Gen. Carlos Eugenio Vides Casanova, then head of
the National Guard in a coverup. Lawyers for the families say the two officers had to have known
of the killings because of their positions in the military and because of evidence in internal military
documents showing there was prior high-level planning or knowledge of the murders. Despite the
statements made last year by the former guardsmen, the Salvadoran government said it did not plan
further inquires, while US authorities said it is up to Salvador to take action.
To date, the US has not reviewed the immigration status of the two former officers, who were given
visas to enter the US in November 1989.Reps. Joe Moakley (D-MA) and James McGovern (D-MA)
have pressured President Bill Clinton's administration to release documents pertaining to the case
and to explain why the State Department quickly granted vises and permanent residence to the two
officers while denying visas to ordinary Salvadoran immigrants.
William Ford, brother of Ita Ford, one of the victims, said the families brought the suit to pressure
the government into deporting Garcia and Vides. "This country has no business being a retirement
place for murderers," said Ford. At a news conference after the suit was filed, McGovern called on
the government "to cooperate fully with the families." He added that he believed the two generals
were allowed to settle in the US "with the blessing" of the CIA, State Department, and Pentagon.
"I clearly believe the United States government has some explaining to do as to how these people
got here," he said. Robert White, who was US ambassador to El Salvador at the time of the murders,
told the Reuters news service that he believed responsibility for the murders was covered up by the
Salvadoran and US governments. He said that, during the US involvement in the Central American
wars, the administration of president Ronald Reagan forced US diplomats to work against the US
citizens they were supposed to protect. (Sources: The New York Times, Reuters, 05/13/99)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

